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Utah National Guard
Linguist helps
Bridge the Gap

By Spc. Adam Bradley, 139th MPAD

Over 400 United States service
membersand roughly 150 Nicaraguan
Specia Forcesgathered into onebase
camp, “la comunicacion entre dos
militarespuedeser dificil,” withaunique
mission. Thatiswhere1LT DylanM.
Reyes-Cairo, Duration Staff Command
Interpreter and Linguist Coordinator,
andhisrotationlinguist’sunitshelp. 1LT
Reyes-Cairo, origindly fromthe142nd
Military Intelligence Battalion, Utah
Army National Guard, said thereare
many factorsastowhy hevolunteered
for Joint Task Force Chontales, the
2002 New Horizons military
humanitarianmisson.

Most of his Spanish wasrefined
during histwo-year LDS missionin
Mexico, but alot of histraining came
fromtheinfluenceof hisCuban father.
With this strong Spanish background,
hewaswell qualified for the Joint Task
Force Chontales assignment. But
mainly hevolunteered because*| love
thelanguage, and | enjoy speakingit.”

HehasbeeninNicaraguafromthe
start in mid-January 2002, spending
most of histimewith the Nicaraguan
Army and helping to harmonize the
interactions between both militaries.
“It'sgreat becausel fed likel’minthe
mix at every aspect of the operation,”
said 1LT Reyes-Cairo.

Along with first-rate assistance
fromArmy National Guard linguistic
units, conggting of four to 15 members
depending on rotation, the
communication barrier between the
groups has narrowed. “We've
edtablished afantagtic rdationshipwith
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linguist skills as the staff command interpreter and linguist coordinator at
ajungle base camp in Nicaragua, in Central America.

the Nicaraguan Army,” said 1LT
Reyes-Cairo. “ A great mutual respect
hasdeveloped.”

I nterpreters, who are speaking and
thinking at least twice as much during
any conversation, are necessary at the
congtruction Stesto coordinate security
issuesand schedules. But they’ rea so
needed at the medical and veterinary
stesto communicatewiththecitizens.
“Wecan't doit without them. They are
superb,” sad LTC Richard Young, dlinic
physician and doctor assigned to the
medica readinesstrainingexerciseinLa
Batea. “ Themorethetrandator isable
towork withus, theeasier itisto help
out our patients.”

Joint Task Force Chontales is
named for theregioninNicaraguawhere
U.S. activeduty personnel, along with
National Guard and Reserve military

unitsfromall four branchestrainedin
two-week rotations from January to
May 2002. Thetraining improved the
readinessof U.S. Engineer and support
units by conducting overseas
movements and the construction of
schools and medical clinicswith the
cooperation and assistance of the
Nicaraguan government. The U.S.
medical personnel received excellent
training by providing hands-on hedlth
and dentd careto Nicaraguans, aswell
astheU.S. Forcesparticipatinginthe
operation.

Joint Task Force Chontalesis a
part of ongoing exercisesin Central
Americathat provide humanitarianaid
and civic assstance projectsfor thehost
nationandjoint training opportunitiesfor
the U.S. Armed Forces, active and
reserve components.
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